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Outline of a Club for Literary Improvement, eftablifhed 
al Taviflock, vt the County of Devon. 


Te te PRIN T & Bs 
SIR, 


ard me to acquaint you, that a few young gentlemen 
of this place, have lately conccived the defign of forming 
themfelves into a focie ps to be known by the appellation of 
the Laviffock Literary Club, the objet of which inftitution is 
literary improvement, and the enlargement cf the mind. By 
the plan about to be purfued, tele effedts are very likely to be 
the refult, as well as a readinefs in compofition, and a fluency 
in difcourfe. Befides, a fociability and friendthip are natu< 
rally kept up among the members of a fociety, whofe univerfal 
aim is perfonal edification. The fcheme being fo general, 
each member has an opportunity of exercifing his talents on 
whatever fubjeéts he may think himfelf teft qualified to dif- 
cufs; and the {malleft produdtion, be iteven a fingle thought, 
or refle&tion, {> it be original, is received. Belides affording 
a powerful incentive to diligence, it excites a generous zeal 
to attain to higher degrees of merit. The tendency of fuch 
affociations as thefe to promote enquiry on ufeful and valuable 
fubjedis, is manifett from the recent publication of the papers 
of the Manchetter and Exeter focieties, to which the prefent 
isin fome meafure fimilar, though, perhaps, on a feale rather 
more confined, our eflays being, tor the mott part, of the moral 
kind. The general prevalence of fuch clubs would moft 
Vor, XXIX. 723. A certainly 
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certainly improve the morals, and add to the enjoyments of 
fociety. 

The Taviftock Literary Club has already held a few fit- 
tings. Its prefe nt plan of proceeding is as follows: A weckly 
meeting is — convened at fix o’clock inthe evening, 
and is opened with a fuitable fpeech by the Prefident, which 
office Is ieee filled by all the members, according to fe- 
mority. Afterthe fitting is declared by the Prefident to be 
open, the fenior member produces, and reads aloud to the club 
his paper, whether it be ode, eflay, or fonnet ; which being 
Sinith * the next begins, and fo on ’till all the produ€tions are 
heard; they are then ail depofited in a port-folio, kept for that 
purpofe, and a lift of the feveral papers, with the names of 
their authors, regifered in a minute-book, (by the Prefident) 
in which aifo are contained the rules of the club, and the refo- 
lutions, which may at any time be paffed. After all this, con- 
verfation on literary fubjects commences,’ and with this the 
bufinefs terminates. 

Our intentions < lith, im your Weekly Entertainer, 
fuch pieces as may be from tinie to time prefented to the club, 
if they are thougst deferving. Pieces in profe, as well as 
oetry, may allo be occafionally tranfmitted, it agreeable. 
liberty, Sir, if you think proper, to publifh this, 
more eipecially as its appearance may poffidly ftimulate others 
to the adoption of the like focial and pleafant, not to fay eafy 




















and i method, for the acquirement of uleful fcience, 
and the exertions of thofe facultics, which, unlefs called into 
a€tion, are equally ufelefs to the pofleifors and the pulic. 
By the unanimous confentof the club the office of Correfpon- 


deat. Secretary devolves on me, who will be commiffioned to 
tranfaiit to you t articles which may be judged fit for pub- 
lication. If our intentions are approved of, you may depend 
oa our correlpondence be ing reg slarly continued, 


JOHN COMMINS. 





Ta vy 2) 15) 179. 
[Zhe communications of this fociety will be refpectfully attended to.} 
ENVY Z EMULATION. 


T one of the celebrated fchools ef painting in Italy, a 
—* 
ran young man named Guidoito produced a piece fo excel 
lent, that it was the admiration of the matters of the art, whe 
? ? 
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all declared it to be their opinion that he could not fail of rie 
fing to the f{ummit of his profeffion, fhould he proceed as he 
had begun. 

This performance was looked upon with very different eye 
by two of his fellow-fcholars. Brunello, the eldcr of them, 
who had himfelf acquired fome reputation in his ftudies, was 
mortified in the higheft degree at this fuperiority of Guidotto; 
and regarding all the honour his rival had acquired as fo much 
taken from himfelf, he conceived the moft rancorous diflike of 
him, and longed for nothing fo much as to fee him lofe the 
credit he had gained. Afraid openly to decry the merit of a 
work which had obtained the approbation of the beft judges, 
he threw out fecret infinuations that Guidotto had been af 
fifted in it by one or other of his mafters; and he affected to 
reprefent it as a fort of lucky hit, which the reputed author 
would probably never equal. 

Not fo Lorenzo. Though a very young proficient in the 
art, he comprehended in its full extent the excellence of Gui- 
dotto’s performance, and became one of the fincereft of his 
admirers. Fired with the praifes he faw him receive on all 
fides, he ardently longed one day to deferve the like. He 
placed him before his eyes as a fair model which it was his 
higheft ambition to arrive at equalling—for as to excelling 
him, he could not as yet conceive the poflibility of it. He 
never fpoke of him but with rapture, and could not bear to 
hear the cetractions of Lrunello, 

But Lorenzo did not content himfelf with words. He 
entered with his whole foul into the career of improvement— 
was firft and laft of all the {cholars in the defigning-room—and 
devoted to practice at home thole hours which the other youths 
pafied in amufement. It was long before he could pleafe him- 
felf with any of his attempts, and he was continually repeat 
ing over them, “ Alas! how far diflant is this from Gui- 
dotto’s !”” At length, however, he had the fatisfaGtion of be- 
coming fenfible of progrefs ; and having received confiderable 
applaute on account of one of his performances, he ventured 
tofay to himfelf, * And why may not I too become a Gui 
dotto ?”” 

Meanwhile, Guidotto continued to bear away the palm 
from all competitors. Brunello {truggled a while to conteft 
with him, but at length gave up the point, and confoled him- 
felf under his inferiority by ill-natured farcafm and petulant 
criticiim. Lorenzo worked away in filence, and it was long 
A2 before 
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before his modefty would fuffer him to place any piece of his in 
view at the fame time with one of Guidotto’s. 

There was a certain day inthe yearin which it was cufto- 
mary for all the fcholars to exhibit their beft performance in a 
public hall, where their merit was folemaly judged by a num- 
ber of feleét examiners, and a prize of value was awarded to 
the moft excellent. Guidotto had prepared for this anniver- 
fary with a piece which was to excel all he had before exes 
cuted, He had juf finifhed ic on the evening before the ex- 
hibition, and nothing remained but to heighten the colouring 
by means of a tran{parent varnifh, The malignant Brunello 
contrived artfully to convey into the phial containing this var- 
nifh, fome drops of a cauttic preparation, the effeét of which 
would be entirely to deftroy the beauty and fpiendour of the 
piece. Guidotto laid it on by candle-light, and then with 
great latisfaction hung up his picture in the public room againtt 
the morrow. 

re too, with beating heart, had prepared himfelf for 
the day. With vaft applicatioa he had finifhed a picce which 
he humbly hoped might appear not greatly inferior to fome of 
Guidotto’s earlier performances, 

The important day was now arrived. The company af- 
fembled, and were introduced into the great room, where the 
light bad juft been fully admitted by drawing up a curtain. 
All went up with raife d expectations to Guidotto’s s pidture, 
when, behold ! inftead of the brilliant beauty they had cone 
ceived, there was nothing but a deat furface of confufed and 
blotched colours. “ Surely (t ey cri ed) thiscannot be Gui- 
dotto’s !” The unfortuna he youth himfelf came up, and on 
beholding the difmal change of his favourite piece, burit out 
Into an agony of gricf, and exc laimed that he was bet rayed 

and undone. The vile Brunello in a corner was en yjoying his 
diftrefs. But Lorenzo was little lefs affected than Guidotto 
himfelf. “ Trick! knavery! (he cried.) Indeed, gentle- 
men, this is not Guidotto’s w ork. I faw it when only half 
finifhed, and it was a moft charming performance. Look at 
the outline, and judge what it mult have been before it was fo 
bafely injured.’ 

The tpectators were all ftruck with Lorenzo’s generous 
warmth, and fympathifed in the difgrace of Guidotto ; but it 
was impoffible to adjud.e the prize to his picture in the ftate 
in which they beheld it. ‘They examined all the others at- 
tentively, and that of Lorenzo, till then an unknown artift to 
them, gained a great majotity of fuffrages, “Ihe prize was 
thercfore 
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therefore awarded to him; but Lorenzo, on receiving it, went 
up to Guidotro, and prefenting it to him, faid, Take what 
merit would undoubtedly have acquired for you, had not the 
bafeft matice and envy defrauded you of it. ‘To me it is ho- 
nour enough to be accounted your fecond. If hereafter I may 
afpire to equal you, it fhall be by means of fair competition, 
not by the aid of treachery.” 

Lorenzo’s noblenefs. of conduct excited the warmeft en- 
comiums among the judges, who at length determined, that 
for this time there fhould be two equal prizes diftributed ; for 
that if Guidotto has deferved the prize of painting, Lorenzo 
was entitled to that of virtue. 





Account of the intended Affaffinations of Lorenzo de 
Medici and his Brother, Guiliano, undertaken by Defire 
of Pope Sixtus IV. 


[From Rofcoe’s Life of Lorenzo de Medici. ] 


HE immediate affaffination of Giuliano (brother to Lo- 
renzo) was committed to Francefco de Pazzi and 
Bernardo Bandini; and that of Lorenzo had been entrufted to 
the fole hand of Monteficco. This office he had willingly 
undertaken whilft he ugderftood that ic was to be executed in 
a private dwelling; but he fhrunk from the icea of polluting 
the houfe of God with fohcinousa crime. ‘Two eccletiaftics 
were therefore {elected for the commiffien of a deed from 
which the foldicr was deterred by confcientious motives. 
Thefe were Stefano da Bagnone, the apoftolic fcribe, and Ans 
tonio Mattei. 

The young Cardinal having expreffed a defire to attend 
divine fervice in the church of the Reparata on the enfuing 
Sunday, being the, 2‘thday of April, 1478, Lorenzo invited 
him and his fuite to his houfe in Florence, He accordingly 
came witha large retinuc, fupporting the united characters of 
cardinal and apoftolic legate, and was received by Lorenzo 
with that fplendour and hofpitality with which he was accufe 
tomed to entertain menof high rank and confequence, Giu- 
liano did not appear ; a circumftance that alarmed the can- 
fpirators, whofe arrangements would not admit of longer delay. 
They foon, however, learnt, that he intended to be preient ac 
the church. 

The 














6 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 

The fervice was already begun, and the Cardinal had taken 
his feat, when Francefeo de Pazzi and Bandini obferving that 
Giuliano was not yet arrived, left the church, and went to his 
houfe, in order to affure and haften his attendance. Giuliano 
accompanied them, and, as he walked between them, they 
threw their arms roand-him with the familiarity of intimate 
friends ; but, in fa&, to difcover whether he had any armour 
under his drefs, poffibly conjecturing, from his long delay, that 
he had fulpected their purpofe. At the fame time, by their 
freedom and jocularity, they endeavoured to obvizte any 
apprehenfions which he might entertain from fuch a pro= 
ceeuing. 

The confpitators having taken their ftations near their in- 
tended victims, waited, with impatience for the appointed 
fignal. The bell rang—the prieft raifed the confecrated wafer 
—the people bowed before it—and, at the fame inftant, Ban- 
dint plunged a fhort dagger into the breaft of Giuliano. On 
receiving the wound he took a few hafty {teps and fell, when 
Francefcode Pazzi rufhed upon him with incredible fury, and 
{tabbed him in different parts of his body, continuing to re= 
peat his ftrokes even after he was apparently dead. Such was 
the violence of his rage, that he wounded himfelf deeply in 
the thigh. 

The priefts who had undertaken the murder of Lorenzo 
were not equally fuccefsful. An ill-dire@ed blow from Maffei, 
which was aimed at the throat, but took place behind the neck, 
rather roufed him to his defence than difabled him. He im- 
mediately threw off his cloke, and holding it up as a fhield in 
his left hand, with his right he drew his {word, and repelled his 
affailants. Perceiving that their purpofe was defeated, the 
two eccl¢fiaftics, after having wounded one of Lorenzo’s at 
tendants, who had interpofed to defend him, endeavoured to 
fave themfelves by flight. 

At the fame moment Bandini, his dagger ftreaming with the 
blood of Giuliano, rufhed towards Lorenzo; but meeting in 
his way with Francefco Nori, a perfon in the fervice of the 
Medici, and in whom they placed great confidence, he ftabbed 
him with a wound ioftantaneoufly mortal, At the approach 
ef Bandini, the friends of Lorenzo encircled him, and hurried 
him into the facrifty, where Porlitiano and others clofed the 
doors, which were of brafs. 

[How much is it to be regretted that the interefts of real 
religion fhould thus be facrificed te the purpofes of ambition 
and revenge !] 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING'’s BENCH, GUILDHALL. 


rel 


SatrurDAY, December 10. 
Before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury. 


RaAyYNES AND OTHERS, ASSIGNEES OF K&NTISH, AGAINST 
ATWOOD. 


Stes was an a‘tion to recover the penalties given by Ac& 
of Parliament for illegal gambling in the ftocks, 

Mr. Ertkine, Counfel for the plaintiffs, faid, his clients were 
the aflignees of a perfon who had loft confiderable fums by {pe- 
culating in the funds. It was unneceflary for him to ftate to 
the jury, that thefe tranfactions in the funds were nct real ; as 
no ftock was actually transferred, but according as the ftock 
rofe or fell at the time for which the purchafe was agreed on, 
then what was called the differences were paid or received, 

This {pecies of gambling had been, and he was farry to fay, 
he was afraid was itill carried on toa very great extent, and 
was attended with the moft pesnicious effets to fociety. It 
had caufed innumerable failures, and had reduced thoufands to 
ruin. ‘The legiflature was at length compelled to interfere, 
and an aét was pafied, by which the party and the broker were 
liable to penalties; and it was under that aét that the prefent 
action was brought. He then procceded to call witnefles to 
prove the tranfactions. He had ro other witneffes than the 
brokers, who, being themfelves liable toa penalty, refuled to 
give evidence which micht ultimately criminate themf{elves, 

Mr. Garrow, Countel for the defendant, contended, that 
they could not be called upon to give evidence, becaufe, if 
they ftated their having been in a tranfaction of this kind, they 
would inftantly make themielves liable to a penalty of 500). 

Lord Kenyon faid, he was glad to fee aStions of this nature 
brought, and the public were always indebted to thofe who 
brought them. In the prefent inftance it would be impoffible, 
confiftent with the rules of evidence, to call upon any man to 
give teflimony which might materially affect himfelf—Plain- 

tiffs nonfuited, 

Lord Kenyon faid, that in cafes where a defe& of evidence 
exifted, recourfe might be had to a Court of Equity, in order 
to compel parties to refund property acquired in this manner. 
His Lordthip added, that it would be of great advantage to 
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fociety if the legiflature would revife the Stock-Jobbing A&; 
and from what he knew of the prefent Members for the city 
of London, he had great hopes of feeing it undertaken by 
incm. 





ATCHISON v. BAKER.—BREACH OF PROMISE OF Mare 
RIAGEs 


THIS was an a&tion to recover from the defendant, a wi- 
dow lady of fortune, a compenfation in damages for a breach 
of promife of marriage. 

Mr. Erfkine opened the cafe on the part of the plaintiff. 

It appeared in evidence, that the defendant had, for fome 
time prior tothe death of her father, received the addrefles of 
the plaintiff, and that fhe had promifed to marry him after her 
father’s deceafe, on whofe death fhe would come into the pof- 
feffion of the fum ef 5000]. The reafon for this delay, it 
came out, was, that the plaintiff was a tradefman, and that fhe 
wifhed him to quit bufinefs, and be railed to the rank of a gen= 
tleman, at the time fhe made him her hufband. The event of 
her father’s death happened, but the defendant refufed to per- 
form her promi{e. 

The Counfel for the defendant contended, that the plaintiff 
could not (uftain this ation, inafmuch as it was not ftated in 
the record on what particular condition, and under what cir- 
cumftances the promife was made. ‘The prefent ation was 
not founded on a common promile of marriage, but on a pro- 
mife made under {pecial circumftances, and not to be performed 
till the completion of a particular event. All the particular 
circumftances, therefore, ought to have been put on the 
record, in order that the defendant might meet them in cvi- 
dence. 

Lord Kenyon was of opinion, that, if a man made an in- 
definite promife of marriage to a lady, fhe might tender her- 
felf at any time to him for his performance of it, and his re- 
fulal would be a ground of action; but where the promife was 
made under {pecial circumftances, and referred to the hap 
pening of any particular event, all thefe particulars ought to be 
itated in the record, otherwile the defendant could not know 
how to fhape hisdefence. It was the opinion of Lord Mans- 
field, in which opinion he (Lord Kenyon) concurred, that if a 
promife of marriage was made, and it thould afterwards turn 
out that the party to whom it was made was afflicted with fome 
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infirmity of mind or body, or was not in circumftances in point 
of fortune, or of a good character in point of morality, all 
thefe circumftances (being unknown at the time the promife 
was made) would deftroy the right of ation for damages. 
“ A live body (faid his Lordfhip) is not to be yoked to the 
dead.” 

The plaintiff was nonfuited. 





Mownpay, December 12. 
Crim. Con.—M’Cau.ry againf? Hare. 


TAIS was an action brought for criminal converfation be« 
tween the defendant and the plaintiff’s wife, 

The plaintiff-aid his damages at 20001. 

The defendant is a colleStor of taxes, and was ftated to be a 
perfon of confiderable property. 

The plaintiff is a carpenter, working fometimes as a mafter 
and fometimes as a journeyman. The plaintiff’s wife was 
the defendant’s wafherwoman, and was {tated by one of the 
witnefles to be very ugly, 

A witnefs of the name of Saunders, who is married to the 
plaintiff’s wife’s fifter, fwore, he faw the aét of adultery com- 
mitted between the defendant and the plaintiff’s wife. That 
both the witnefs and the plaintiff, in confequence of fome 
fufpicions they had of an improper intercourfe between the de» 
fendant and the plaintiff’s wife, concealed themielves in a dark 
corner, waited the arrival of the defendant, and that after he 
came they faw the a&t committed which was the foundation of 
the prefent action. 

Several other witneffes were called to fupport this teftimony 
of adultery, and particularly a woman of the nameof Maria 
Davis. 

On the part of the defendant it was contended, that this was 
a foul confpiracy between the plaintitt and his witnefles to 
rob the defendant, That true it was, the defendant was in the 
houfe on the day on which this adultery was faid to have taken 
place 5 that he employed the plaintiff’s wife as wafherwoman; 
that he intended to employ the plaintiff in the colle&ion of 
fome money for him; but that, from what he fince learned of 
the plaintiff's charaGter, he declined employing him ; that when 
the defendant came into the plaintiffs houfe, an attempt wa 
made to enfnare him by the plaintiff’s wife; and that when he 
VoL. XXIX, 723. b perceived 
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perceived that, he refolved to go inftantly out of the houfe, but 
was oppofed by the plaintiff and the witnefs Saunders, who 
fuddenly rufhed upon him, and moft infamoufly acculed him of 
aa at of adultery with the plaintiff's wife ; upon which he 
took up the poker, and threatened to knock out the brains of 
any one who fhould oppofe his going out of the houfe that 
inftant. ‘That the witnefs, Maria Davis, was moft grofsly and 
infamoully perjured by the evidence fhe gave for the plaintiff, 
and that there was an agreement between her and the plaintiff, 
that the was to have ten guineas inthe event of the plaintiff’s 
gaining this caufe ; and alfothat a child of her’s was to be pro- 
vided for by the plaintif if he fucceededin the aQion. That 
the plaintiff, by his own confeflion, was guilty of bigamy, he 
having marricdin Ireland, by the forms ot the Catholic faith, a 
woman who was living at the time when this adultery was al- 
ledged to have been committed ; that fhe caaye over here, and 
claimed the plaintiff as her hufband, who provided for her by 
getting herintothe work-houfe. That the plaintiff had per 
mitted and connived at inceft between his prefent wife (the 
lofs of the comfort of whofe fociety he now afked damages tor) 
and the plaintiff’s own fon, a young man of the age of about 
five and twenty. That the plaintiff and his wife, and this 
yonng man (the plainufft’s fon by his former wife) flept together 
frequently ia the fame bed. ‘That the plaintiff often got up 
at ix of {even in the morning to goto work, and left his fon 
and the flep-mother together in bed 5 and they frequently ftaid 
there til ten or eleven inthe day ; and the plaintifi’s wife had 
faid chat while her hufband was in bed with her, he was always 
coughing, and difturbing her ; faid fhe had no comfort until he 
left the bed. That this a€tion was well uaderflood between the 
piaintit? and his wife, for that they had beca feen walking 
together, arm in arm, fince the commencement of this 
action. 

Several witnefles were called on the part of the defendant, 
who proved the moft material part of this defence to be 
truc. 

Lord Kenyon, in the courfe of his addrefs to the Jury, ob- 
ferved, that if they believed either that the plaintiff was privy 
and coalented to the proftituticn of his wife, or was married 
to another woman at the Commencement of the adtioa, or had 
agreed to live with her atter the commencement of the action, 
aad before the trial of it, ke could not maintain this action; 

er the eflence of fuch an action as this was the lols of the 
comfort aiifing from tie focicty of his wife——I¢ was {worn 
that 
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that the plaintiff’s fon had, with the plaintiff’s knowledge and 
confent, lain with the plaintiff’s wife. Thatyif the Jury be- 
lieved it, it was a confent to a {pecies of proftitution that 
deftroyed the plaintiff’sclaim in the adminiftration of juftice 
in a court of law upon fuch an action beyond all controverty. 

The Jury would therefore examine whether this was not a 
foul confpiracy againft the defendant.—Now, in examining the 
nature of a conf{piracy, he always underftood in his courfe of 
ftudying the law, it was not neceflary to bring home the charge 
of perjury toevery witnefs that had given evidence. If per- 
jury was brought home to a great number of them, fo as to 
fhow the complexion of the thing to be wicked, that was iuf- 
ficient molt unqueftionably ; Maria Davis was moft infamoufly 
perjured, if the witnefles for the defendant fpoke the truth. 
The queftion would be, whether, the Jury thought, upon the 
whole of the evidence, that the plaintiff had any right to com- 
plain. It was true there was not dire@ evidence that Saunders 
was perjured; but then he {wore in company that were per- 
jured moft clearly upon the evidence; and the man who kept 
fuch bad company was not to be taken as the beft evidence in 
a Court of Juftice, where Jurics were to form their opinion 
on the probability of a cafe. His Lordfhip repeated, that if 
the Jury thought the plaintiff was married to another woman, 
when this action was brought, or connived at the adultery of 
his wife, or lived with her voluntarily fince, the action mutt be 
atan end, A more fcandalous caufe he never heard of ina 
Court of Juftice. 

The Jury, without hefitation, brought in a verdi& for the 
defendant. 





Short IHiflory of the Deteétion of the pretended Shake- 
Jpeartan Manufcripts. 


R. IRELAND, junior, has juft publifhed a pamphlet 

confefling that the writings which were publifhed tome 

time ago as the relicks of Shakefpeare were folely contrived 
and executed by himfelf. 

In page 1. he defires to vindicate his father, and hopes for 
himfelf favour and forgivenefs from the world, when the {pu- 
rious writings are confidered as the ‘work of a boy. His fa- 
ther’s cathufiafm for Shakefpeare feems to have firit fuggelted 
a defire to impofe upon the curious, In page 3. we find he 
happened to purcha‘e a book that had been in the royal library 
B2 of 
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of Queen Elizabeth——he determined to make it a prefentation 
copy, and wrote a letter from the author to her Majefty. He 
wrote this with common ink diluted. He fpeaks of it as come 
paratively unfuccefsful. 

One cannot help remarking upon the ftrange concurrence 
in immoral actions; and how, ftep by ftep, we are led into the 
full ftream of guilt, until we plunge beyond our depth into ir- 
retrievable ruin. A bookbinder in New Inn Paflage, of the 
name of Laurie, commended his firit eflay, and a lad who was 
at work in the fhop, by mixing acid with the liquid ufedin 
marbling books, procured him an ink infinitely more foxy, and 
thus he had a vehicle for all his defigns fupplied by chance. 

In page 8. we find that the fac /imiles publifhed by Mr, Stee- 
vens, the learned commentator upon Shakefpeare, induced him 
to fabricate the celebrated leafe between Frafer and Snake- 
fpeare. This, full of inaccuracies, he carried home to his fa- 
ther. That gentleman believed it to be perfe@tly genuine. 

The Profeffion of Faith followed. He ftates his difficulty 
as to water-marks, which he got over by introducing the jug 
upon alloccafions, He then, upon being queftioned whence 
thefe papers came, invented the ftory which his father cre- 
dited, and told the wifitors of the MSS. His old paper he 
purchafed mottly from a bookfeller in Great May’s Buildings, 
St. Martin’s Lane. 

The Conundrum, he pleafantly remarks, he did not himfelf 
underftand. The Letter tohis Wife was to thew his love, and 
the Lock of Hair he terms a mere childifh frolick, adding no 
new proof of authenticity to the papers,. Lord Southamp- 
ton’s letter he wrote from imagination, not knowing that any 
real fignature wasinexiftence. ‘To difcriminate the hand from 
the {crawl attributed to others, he wrote it with his Jeft hand. 
‘The drawings, fuppofed to be Baflanio and Shylock, he bought 
in Butcher Row, and painted in the letters W. S. &c. upon the 
margin of the one, and added the knife and fcales to what was 
a Dutchman originally; decds of gift that transformed him 
into the original Shylock of the time of Shakefpeare. 

He then proceeded upon a with clearly to prove that the 
ribaldry in Shakefpeare was not his own, to re-write King 
Lear and part of Hamict. He accounts for fome of his alte- 
rations, and where he transfers out of verfe into habbling profe, 
we can account for the change; he has no correét knowledge 
of metre. The fpecimen he has now publifhed proves this 


fact, 
To 
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To the Vortigern he came at laft ; for its public failure he 
was confoled by the private commendation it obtained, which 
ranked it, though far below the beft plays of Shakefpeare, yet 
much above his worft. He then thought of fecuring the 
whole from being claimed by any poflible defcendant of Shakef- 
peare, by a deed of gift to one Ireland. 

There fcllow fome letters from the father, againft whom 
fufpicion began to point, written in great anguifh, which feem 
to have produced much effect upon the mind of the young 
man. He accordingly avows his indifcretion or his guilt 5 
but the father refufes to believe him when he {peaks the truth, 
and affirms it impofiible he fhould be their author. To prove 
himfelf fo, he has added fome lines, which he intended for a 
fpeech, to be fpoken by a confpirator, in a tragedy from the 
reign of William the Conqueror. 





On the POETRY of SPAIN aud PORTUGAL, 


[From the Monthly Magazine.] 


To the. PRIN T.E R. . 
SIR, 


Bh hee the literature of Spain and Portugal is not at- 
tended to at prefent, when the ftores of German imagi- 
nation are open to us, is not to be wondered at; but its 
ftrange, that the fame negleét fhould have prevailed in thofe 
earlier periods, when tranflations were fo common, fo ufeful, 
and {fo honourable. The beit Italian pocts were naturalized 
in England, during the reigns of Elizabeth and James; at 
that time, Spain was in the meridian of its glory, and it might 
have been imagined, that the fame of Lope de Vega would 
have reached this iflaund, I believe, however, that, except 
Fanfhaw’s verfion of the Luliad, no poetical tranflation, from 
either the Spanifh or Portuguete, appeared in England, till the 
editor of “ The Religues of Ancient Poetry,” whofe tafte 
and genius equals his erudition, excited fome curiofity in the 
public mind by the beautiful ballad, “ Rio verde, Rio verde.” 
Mr. Mickle’s Lufiad, and Mr. Hayley’s account of the Araue 
cana foon followed. The former of which has, perhaps, ex- 
eceded the original ; and the lutter occafioned regretin every 
reader, that the fketch bas never been filled up. Here (I bee 
lieve) our acquaintance wit? Spanifh and Portuguefe poetry 
has ftopped. We have, indeed, often heard of Lope de Vega, 
and 
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and Mr, Hayley has mentioned the Ulyffes of Gabriel Pereira 
de Caitro, and the Malaca Conquiftada of Francifco de Sa de 
IMienezes, as two poems which the Portuguefe themfelves 
eftcem only inferior to the Lufiad of their great Camoens; we 
have heard their names, indeed, but with their merit, the Eng- 
tith reader is utterly unacquainted, 

The profe writers of thefe countries (except the great Cer 
vantes) are, for obvious reafons, lefs valuable’ than their poets. 
Learniog has never flourifhed enough in either of the king- 
doms, to form the tafte of the inhabitants; and genius and 
imagination will not atone for the want of tafte and erudition 
in a profe writer. It would be improper to pafs them over in 
filence; but a brief notice will be fufficient. 

Spain and Portugal had reached the meridian of their glory, 

hile the arts were yet in their infancy. Individual genius 
will be found then to have flourifhed moft when the commu- 
nity fhall have been moft flourifl. ng; Athens was then moft 
glorious when Sophocles and Luripides fucceeded the aged 
Efchylus ; and Ovid, Horace, and Virgil wrote at the time 
when Auguftus fent forth his decree, that all the world fhould 
be taxed. Uniform experience will atteft the truth of the 
obfervatiti; why this fympathy fhould exift, I know not ; 
but poetical genius is certainly a barometer that rifes or falls 
according to the ftate of the political atmofphere. Botean, and 
Garcilaflo de la Vega, and Diego de Mendoza fought and 
conquered for their country, under Charles the Fifth; and 
their fpirits partook of the elevation they had affifted her to 
obtain ; and they were followed in Portugal by Francifco de 
Sa de Miranda, Antonio Ferreira, and Pedro de Andrade Ca- 
minda.s 

it may, perhaps, raife a fmile to affert that the poetry of 
Spain was purified and corrected, by introducing an ltalian 
tafte into the country. At this period, however, {uch a revo- 
lution in literature was effected by fuch means. Marino foon 
corrupted the tafte of Italy, and Spain foon followed the fa{ci - 
nating faults. Always fond of the extravagant, and mittaking 
hyperbolitm for grandeur, quaintnefs for wit, and the obfcure 
for the fublime, the Spaniards readily fell in with the fafhion of 
the day; and the fatire of Cervantes proved powerlefs here. 
‘The decline of the empire quickly fucceeded, and Lope de 
Vega lived to witnels the defeat of that Armada, which, with 
more extravagance and lefs genius than be ufually difplayed, 
he had commanded * to go forth and burn the world.” 

6 Spain 
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Spain has never recovered herfelf fince the ruinous reign of 
Philip the Second. Not content with oppreffing the Spaniards 
by the [nquifition, he made them the inftrument of oppreffion 
abroad; there, indeed, he failed ; but though the liberty of 
Holland was eftablifhed, the glory of Spain was deftroyed. 
We may be allowed to regret, that liberty and flavery fhould 
be fo iil difpofed, that a people, the moft deferving of freedom, 
fhould be degraded under the vileft defpotifm, while the moft 
worthlcfs race in Europe are free: The Spanifh chara@er is 
capable of allimprovement 5 but to degrade the Dutch, would 
be impoffible, 

Affiliated with Spain, by the gentle ties of a Ruffian-like 
adoption, Portugal partook of its decline. She fhook off her 
chains indeed, but ** the iron had entered her foul ;” and that 
nation which once excited the wonder, and deferved the ad- 
miration of the world, became contemptible to the reft of 
Europe, and terrible only to its fubjects. He, who entertains 
liberal fentiments, if obliged to fubmit his productions to 
the ferutiny of the Inquifition, will write with timidity ; and 
it may fafely be aflerted, that he who writes timidly, cannot 
write well, To look for the bold fublimity of genius where 
men are thus deprefled, were as rational as to chain a race 
borfe, and expect him to win the race. 

Thus has the tyranny of fuperttition co-operated with the 
decline of the country, to check the’ progrefs of literature in 
Spain and Portugal, Yet, during what may be called their 
Auguftan age, fuch was accomplifhed. The applaufe of 
Cervantes fhould excite fome attention to the productions of 
the two Leonardos ; hz whe admires the Lufiad of Camoens, 
may wilh to form {ome acquaintance with his epiitles and fon- 
nets ; and he who has read the Vifions ef Quevedo, will rea- 
dily believe, that much genius mutt exift in the fix quarto vo- 
lumes of the works of this excellent author. 





Spain ‘has been wonderfully prolific in poets, In the Pare 
nafo Efpanol, is given a int of fuch only as ace mentioned by 
their more celebrated authors; } 
nihhing number of five huncred and feventyeone, which the 
editor fays, is not a third part of the poets with whom the 
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and this amounts to the afto- 





public are acquainted. The numbers in Portugal are ftrangely 
difproportionate ; for Father Joaon Bautifta de Cattro, in his 
Mappe de Portugal, enumerates only fixty-two epic and lyric 
writers, and fifteen comic ones. But it is probable, that the 
greater part of the bards, whofe names fweil the Spaaifh lift, 
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count, common fenfe may for once have checked the vanity 
fo characteriftic of the nation. 

Mr. Diilon’s Letters on the Origin and Progrefs of Poetry 
in Spain, will give the reader a good general view of the fub- 
je&. It didnot enter into this gentleman’s plan to enlarge on 
the works of any particular author, or give fpecimens to the 
Englith readers : The few fpecimens that he has printed, are 
untranflated, and feleéted chiefly to fhow their different metres. 
His work has beew the companion of my Spanifh ftudies: I have 
derived pleaiure and inftruction from it, and have only tore- 
gret, that by not extending his work, he has left a lefs able pen 
to aftempt the fupplement. 

The fubje& of Portuguefe poetry has barely been touched 
upon by Mr. Dillon ; he has only deduced it from the Gali- 
cian, and mentioned a very few of their authors; this field 
may therefore be looked upon as new. 

The Spaniards call their nine moft favourite authors the 
nine Spanifh mufes: They are Garcilafo de la Vega, Don 
Efteban de Villegas, Quevedo, Count Bernardino de Rebol- 
ledo, Lupercio Leonardo de Argenfola, and his brother Barto- 
lomé, Father Luis de Leon, Lope de Vega, and Don Fran- 
citco de Borjafy Aragon, Prince of Efquilache: Many of equal 
merit are excluded from the lift, and, perhaps, fome of fupe- 
rior ; with thefe, however, I fhall begin my tafk. 

The poet is, indeed, a citizen of the world ; in every coun- 
try, and in every age, he meets with fome congenial fpirit ; to 
him time is annnihilated, and he converfes with Homer and 
with Offian: It is to fuch readers chiefly that I addrefs myfelf ; 
and if, when they are introduced to Borcan, Garcilafo de la 
Vega, Quevedo, and the two Leonardos, they do not add them 
tothe number of their friends, I fhall at leaft have enlarged 
the circle of their acquaintance. 

Your’s, Xc. 
TT. Y. 
(To be continued.) 





AREFLECTION. 


7] HERE is nothing more calculated to infpire fortitude 

than the confolation of knowing, that, if misfortune 
comes, it is not occafioned by imprudence, and that endca- 
vours have been made to repe! it with energy. 
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Short Account of a newly-invented Gun Carriage. 


Trial was lately made at Limehoufe, near London, before 
a number of military officers, &c. of a newly-invented 
gun-carriage, calculated to produce a very confiderable faving 
in the number of men neceflary to work the guns. “The ex- 
periment was made on an eighteen pounder, which was ac- 
cording!y worked, with great eafe, by four men, and may even 
be worked by three. Its motion of traverfing is fo dexterous, 
that it may always be thrown round to the fide, and leaded in 
board; acircumf{tance of material advaptage, as it not only 
does execution with much greater facility and certainty, but 
alfo keeps thofe who work it from being expofed to the aim of 
{mall thot. It is alfo furnifhed with an inclined plane, which 
may be either raifed or depreficd, as the fituation of a thip may 
require. ' 





An ANECDOTE. 


N Williams’s Hiftory of Monmouthhhire, it is related of 
Sir Charles Kemeys, a Baronet of that county, in the early 
partof the prefent century, that in his travels he had been much 
diftinguifhed at Hanover, previoufly to the elevation of the 
Eleor to the dignity of King of England, on account of the 
Jeffons he had given to the Court and its Sovereign, in the 
Britith accomplifhments of drinking and fmoking tobacco. 
George I, at the firft levees he had in England, mingled with 
his moft important enquiries a defire to fee Sir Charles Ke 
meys, and, after fome importunity, he was informed, that Sir 
Charles was not well-affected to the recent change in his fa- 
voure * Poo! Poo !” faid the King, tell him he muft 
come up: I long tofmoke a pipe. with him.” 

The command was delivered to Sir Charles, who declined 
the invitation with this meflage: ‘ I fhould be happy to fmoke 
a pipe with him as Elector of Hanover, but I cannot think of 
itas King of England.” 

George had the magnanimity to regret the lofs of his com- 
panion, without meditating againft him the {mallet injury. 





Anfwer, by Neddy, of Honiton, to WV. Hawkins’s Rebus, inferted 
Septenshe r 26. 
JE rich and noble fix their greedy hold 
On mines of filver, and on heaps of gold; 


Vou. XXIX. 723. C But 
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But gold and filver can no ranfom give, = 
Nor captive friends from angry fate relieve ; 

No glitt’ring ore the finking foul can fave, 

Or {natch the body from the deftin’d grave ; 

Then ENVY not the courtier’s ill-got power, 

Nor look repining on the mifer’s ftore. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from T. Pafmore, 
of Beer; T. Bullock, of St. Columb; P. Hoare, of Stoke 
Climfland; W. Bickham, junior, of Athburton; Thomas 
Whicker, of Exeter; J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean 
Prior; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; W. Hole, of Sid- 
mouth; J. Williams, junior, of Plymouth; and N. Coles, 
saith of Crediton. 


An “ANAGRAM, - by 49 Turner, of pena 


AES pray find, and it tranfpofe, 
A fith well-known it.will difclofe. 





A QUESTION, by P. Gadd, of Taunton. 


HS fun enters the equinoétial point, Libra, on the 22d 

day of September next, at 29 minutes after 8 o’clock in 

the morning, apparent time, at Greenwich.—Required the 

apparent time when this will happen, alfo the fun’s altitude, and 

azimuth at the time, at a certain place in longitude 3° 15’, 

weft of Greenwich, and latitude 51° 6’, North, without the 
affiftance of a globe, or any other inftrument. 





A REBUS, ly H. B. 


A ifh you firft muft bring bring to fight; 
And next a bird that flies by night 5 
A well-known herb you’ll then produce, 
Which oft- times proves to be of ufe; 
Join next a portion of the face; 
And then a vowel you mutt place ; 
A fruit muft laft of all be fhown, 
Whofe flavour’d tafte is not unknown: 
Conneét the initials right and true, 
A town of Devon comes in view. 


9 POETRY. 
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ODE fr CHRISTMAS DAY, 179%. 


EAV’N’s legions wake the joyous found, 


Commiffion’dangels haiten down 
To f{pread the theme below : 
Hear earth, the ‘ong the angels fing— 
** To you wechearing tidings bring, 
** Redemption from your woe.” 


Redemption? Hail! What fhall I fay? 

Hail men and angels’ mafter-lay ! 
Hail, free, redeeming grace! 

Awake, my foul! From death awake! 

The Saviour’s conte, with God to make 
The promis’d terms of peace. 


Oh thou, my foul! and all within 

This {phere, awake ye from your fin, 
And drive from you defpair ; 

Come and put on the Saviour’s robe, 

Thou greatly fallen, terreftrial globe, 
And caft away thy fear. 


Come and admire—Immanuel bends 
To God the Father for our fins, 
And pleads atoning grace! 
And fee, by faith, th’ avenging God 
Throws off his frowns, puts by hisrod, 
And fhews a f{miling face. 


Oh! for this love let rocks and hills, 
And creatures, plains, and purling rills, 
And more, let fouls rejoice, 
And put on faith, believe, and fing, 
Jefus is our redemption’s King, 
The glory of our voice ! 


To the eternal Three-in-One, 
God, Father, Holy-Ghoft, and Son, 
Be all our praifes given, 
While we have breath to fing their praife 
On earth, and then our grateful lays 
Will be renew’d in Heaven ! 


Cafle Cary. 





W. PAUL. 
For 
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The FLAT-BOTTOMED BOATS. i 


Song I will fing that will grieve you, 

A The {nbjeét is flat-bottom’d boats ; 

The French are to flide through the water, 
And in them to cut all our throats. 

Thefe boats are contriv’d with fuch art, Sir, 
Though they fink them at Havre-de-Grace, 

They’ll iwim all the way under water, 
And rife upin this or that place. 


There are fome of a different make, Sir, 
That will fly through the air ina flafh, 
And fet the French down very fecret, 
While his Lordfhip* is tying his fath. 
Other boats, itis true, muit be row’d, Sir, 
Near fifty at each French fhip’s ftern, 
Their {chemes will moft furely undo us 
Oh, Britons! of Frenchmen pray learn. 


At Havre they’re building of bafkets, 
Each a flat bottom’d boat to contain ; 
A jack-afs juft carries a couple, E 
And he wades with them over the main. 
Should fome of our fine-perfum’d beaus 
‘lothe fea-coalt be forc’d to advance, 
They’!I put them into their flat-bottoms, 
And fly away with them to France. 


Let fhips and fhip-builders begone, Sir, 
Since flat-bottom’d boats are the cry, 
No fhip need be fent to the bay, Sir, 
When {uch kind of veffels can fly. 
Befides ali thefe fchemes to deftroy us, 
From Calais they threaten a bridge, 
Secur’d from the weather by tiling, 
And the French are to walk on the ridge. 


The officers walk underneath, Sir, 
In order to fcreen them from harm ; 
Eight or ten may walk in a breaft, Sir, 
With a flat-bottom’d boat in each arm. 
When all thefe flat-boats arecome o’er, Sir, 
And find us fecure in atrance, 
They’il faften a cable to Portimouth, 
And tow poor Great Britain to France. 


NEDDY. 


Honiten. 





* Earl Howe, who has recently got a Blue Ribbands 


